
   
   

   
 Q

ue
en

sla
nd

 R
ai

l L
im

ite
d 

AB
N

 7
1 

13
2 

18
1 

09
0 

Q
R2

01
7_

A4
_0

41
7

Shorncliffe station – removal of timber footbridge 
The timber footbridge at Shorncliffe station has been closed to the public since 2011. Following a 
structural review of the footbridge, Queensland Rail believes it presents a safety risk to remain in 
its current position. Therefore, we propose to remove the footbridge during a track closure in July 
2017. 

We understand there is strong community sentiment for the bridge. This was expressed through 
feedback at the time of the bridge’s closure in 2011 and in March 2016 as part of the station 
restoration project. As such, we are seeking community involvement to determine the best way to 
celebrate the bridge. You can participate by completing the attached feedback form and returning 
it to Queensland Rail’s Community Engagement Team. 

The following table provides further information about the removal of the pedestrian footbridge. 

Question Answer

Why is the Shorncliffe footbridge 
being removed?

Due to increasing deterioration of the bridge, 
it is no longer safe to leave the bridge in 
its current position. With extreme weather 
events, there is concern that parts of the 
bridge may fall onto overhead wires.

Why was the footbridge closed in 
2011?

In 2011, Queensland Rail closed access 
to the timber pedestrian bridge as the 
structure was in poor condition and was not 
considered safe to use by pedestrians. 

Why can’t the footbridge be 
repaired?

The footbridge has poor structural integrity 
and is unable to be upgraded to meet current 
engineering and safety standards. The 
existing timber is deteriorating rapidly and is 
considered to be past its life span. It would 
not be possible to replace the individual 
elements of the main bridge span without 
the bridge collapsing. A replacement bridge 
would need to adhere to current accessibility 
and safety standards.
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Timber footbridge commemoration
Queensland Rail welcomes ideas from the Shorncliffe community on the best way to commemorate 
the timber footbridge. Feedback received in early 2016 indicated that photos established within the 
restored station precinct would be well received. Should you have further comments that you would 
like to make, please complete the attached feedback form and either drop this into the station office  
or email it to communityengagement@qr.com.au.

Keeping you informed
Queensland Rail is committed to keeping stakeholders and the community informed about this 
project. For more information, please call 13 16 17 between 8am and 5pm Monday to Friday or email 
communityengagement@qr.com.au.

Does the footbridge have 
heritage significance?

Queensland Rail recognises the local 
community’s attachment to the bridge because 
of its heritage values and has undertaken to 
mitigate its loss. We have completed a 3D scan 
of the bridge and a photographic survey. This 
information, together with written information 
about the significance and history of the bridge 
has been compiled into a publication and 
presented to the State Library of Queensland, 
the Brisbane City Council Library, and the 
Department of Environment and Heritage 
Protection. The dismantled bridge will be 
placed in storage pending consultation with the 
community about how to best commemorate it.

Will there be a new footbridge 
built?

There are no plans to build a replacement 
footbridge at this stage. Feedback from the 
community indicates that a replacement 
footbridge would only be accepted if it was to 
be similar in look and feel to the existing timber 
bridge.

Due to current standards for safety and 
accessibility, a cost-effective replacement 
footbridge would be a modern design with 
modern materials. 

Have any other access options 
been considered?

An extension of the footpath to connect 
Shorncliffe station to Palm Avenue (adjacent to 
the rail line) was proposed in 2011 following the 
decommissioning of the footbridge.  Queensland 
Rail undertook public consultation at that time 
and did not proceed with the proposed access 
based on feedback provided by impacted 
residents.


